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NATURE 


Sound DOCTRINE, &. 


ſtint account of the ſeve- 
ral parts of that honoura- 
ble and important office, to 
which you, Sir, have this 
9 day, to the great ſatisfaction 
of thoſe who know you, ſolemnly devoted 
yourſelf, it would require more time than 
can now be allowed; and beſides, has been 
often given by others, and particularly with 
great judgment in the diſcourſe you have 
juſt heard. Referring you therefore to theſe, 
but peculiarhy recommending St. Paul's epiſiles 
1 B to 


4 The nature of found doctrine and 

to Timothy and Titus to your ſerious ſtudy. 
and obſervation, as containing the beſt rules 
and aſſiſtances for the conduct of a chriſtian 
miniſter, I ſhall confine my ſelf at preſent 
to explain and recommend one advice to 
you, which this great apoſtle gave to Titus 
in the ſecond chapter of his epiſtle, ver. 1. 
Speak thou the things which become ſound dbe- 
trine. | f 
PE RSONs have of late made a great ſtir 
about ſound dofFrine and of the ſoundneſs of 
miniſters, and the thing itſelf is certainly of 
the greateſt importance to miniſters and peo- 
ple. I would therefore, 5 


I. Inquire what St. Paul means by 
ſound doctrine, and what by miniſters 'ſpeak- 
ing the things which become it. And then 


II. MEgnT1oN ſome conſiderations to de- 
termine and encourage you chearfully to 
follow St. Paul's advice, in ſpeaking the 
things which become found dboctrine. 


I. LET us inquire what St. Paul means 
by found doctrine, and what by miniſters 
ſpeaking the things which become it. The 
expreſſion, ſound dofirine, is figurative, and 
the metaphor eaſy and elegant, uytemon 
SrSaozane found or healthful doctrine. What 
 wholſome food is to the body, that religious 
-and moral truth is to the mind, That 1s 
ſound. 
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ſound or wholeſome food, which contributes 
to the health and vigour of the body; and 
that ſound dbctrine, which contributes to the 
health and right ſtate of the ſoul ; which pre- 
ſerves it in ſuch a ſtate, as renders it lovely 
in the fight of God, eaſy and happy in it- 
ſelf, able and ready for the duties of ſo- 
cial life, and meet to enjoy its expected 
happineſs in heaven. The ſoul in this diſ- 
poſition is in a /ound or healthful ſtate; 
and the doctrines which contribute to ſup- 
port and improve this diſpoſition, are of 
conſequence ſound doctrines. According to 
our * Hleſſed Saviour, the truly religious 
temper, the forming us to which is the 
great end of all religious inſtitutions, 1s 
love to God and love to our neighbour : this 
makes us and all about us happy here, and 
qualifies us for eternal life, and the enjoy- 
ments of that ſtate where charity, or a 
God-like benevolence, never fails. In gene- 
ral therefore, whatever doctrines in their 
natural tendency cheriſh in us the love of 
God and of mankind, and excite us to all 
thoſe duties which are the proper inſtances 
of ſuch a temper, are ſound doctrines; and 
all doctrines of an oppoſite tendency, how- 
ever they may have been dignified with the 
title of ſound doctrines, and the only ſound 
ones, are really moſt unſound. Would we 
therefore certainly know what doctrines are 
Matt. xxii. 37. d x Cor, xiii, 8. 


8 ſound, 
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found, and what are not, let us conſider 
their influence on theſe diſpoſitions, Do the 
doctrines recommended naturally tend to in- 
large my heart in love, gratitude and de- 
votedneſs to God ; make my concern to 
pleaſe him more chearful and prevailing; 
inſpire a noble confidence in him, and diſ- 
ſe me to imitate him in promoting the 
ha ppineſs of my fellow-creatures ? they are 
then unqueſtionably ſound dbctrines. Do 
they on the contrary produce a flaviſh dread 
of God, a © Hpirit of fear? (in oppoſition to a 
ſpirit of hve and of a ſound mind) do they 
create a ſecret averſion to God, make the 
thoughts of him uneaſy to me, even. when 
I am moſt deſirous to pleaſe him, and diſ- 
courage my endeayours of this kind? do 
they alſo narrow my benevolence, make 
me ſour, unkind, undelighted in doing good, 
and unconcerned tor the happineſs of thoſe 
around me, and of the world in general ? 
they are as certainly unſound as, according 
to our Saviour, love to God and Ive to our 
neighbour are true religion, the health and 
right ſtate of the ſoul. It will be of ad- 
vantage to us in forming a right judgment 
in this point, to carry the inquiry into ſome 
particulars, and obſerve in what an exact a- 
e with the preceding account of ſound 
dorine, 
2 Tim. i. y. Where this ſpirit of fear is oppoſed to 


the doctrine contained in the form. of found words he 
was to hold faſt, ver. 13. 
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doftrine, St. Paul uſes the phraſe in his e- 
faſtles to Timothy and Titus, the only parts 
of the New Teſtament wherein it occurs; 
and what thoſe particular doctrines are, 
which according to him, are ſound, or con- 
tribute to the ſoundneſs or health of the 
ſoul. 

IN N he oppoſes ſound dbctrine 
to the corruptions which the Judaizers 
would have mingled with chriſtianity. 
See Titus i. 13. Rekuke them ſharply that 
they may, be found in the faith ; not giving heed 
to JEWISH fables and commandments of men, 
that turn from the truth. See alſo ver. g. 
The Jeus were fond of confining the 
goodneſs of God in a great degree to them- 
ſelves, and for having God to be “ he 
God of the Jews only*. They could 
not bear the thought that the Gextiles were 
to be admitted to an equal ſhare of 
the mercy of God, and the bleſſings of the 
Meffab's kingdom with themſelves : in 
oppoſition to whom, St. Paul aſſerts him 
to be the God of the Gentiles alſo; and 
that * there is one God and father of all, who 
is Lord f all, and rich in mercy to all who 
call upon him. By parity of reaſon then, 
doctrines which repreſent God as deſigning 
and delighting in the happineſs of all his 


creatures, as the * Saviour of all men, and 


making 


4 Rom. iii. 29. N „ The. 155 16. * Rom. x. 
12. 81 1 Tim. ii. 4. — iv. 10. 


8 The nature of ſound doftrine and 
making all finally happy Who do not wil- 
fully and obſtinately oppoſe his deſign, are 
found dbctrines: this appears alſo from their 
cheriſhing the Hove of God, which our Sa- 
viour determin'd' to be the principal part of 
religion, for nothing is lovely like goodneſs ; 
as well as from their cheriſhing the love of 
- mankind, the other great branch of true re- 
ligion; ſince even love to God will natu- 
rally diſpoſe us: to promote their happineſs, 
when we are taught to conſider it as that 
which he deſires, and beholds with delight. 
And with equal reaſon all doctrines which 
would confine the goodneſs of God to a 
few, repreſenting him as by an abſolute. 
decree determining the everlaſting miſery 
of the greater part of the race, without 
any regard had to their conduct, are moſt 
unſound : this further appears from their 
deſtroying the love of God, whom they re- 
preſent, not as lovely but hateful ; and from 
their diſpoſing us to an unkind and arbitra- 
ry treatment of our brethren, whom raſhly 
believing abhorred and caſt off by God, 
we ſhall be apt to make the objects of our 
own hatred whenever they diſpleaſe us, and 
to exclude from our compaſſion, whom we 
| eſteem excluded from the divine. Such 
effects did the narrow notions of the Jeus 
produce in their tempers with regard to the 
heathen, as we are inform'd by“ Jacitus. 

: Ano. 


* Tacit, Hiſt.l. 5. Apudiipſos miſericordia in promptus 
fed adverſus omnes alios 1% dium. 
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 AxnoTHER corruption of the oF UdaIRer'S 
was their laying a great ſtreſs on & circumci- 
ion, and the external pofitive rites of the 
law of Moſes, as neceſſary to ſalvation, up- 


on bodily exerciſe which profits but little; 


in oppoſition to whom the apoſtle recom- 
mends the good doctrine of Chriſt, good in 
its own nature, teaching men to ſerve 
* God who 1s a foirit, in ſpirit and in truth; 


and exhorts his ſon Timothy to exerciſe {2g 


ſelf unto godlineſs, wager, rational, amiable, 
piety, which 7s profitable for all things; ; and 
places the k:ngdom of God not in circumci- 
fon or uncircumciſion, not in meats and drinks 
and external obſervances, but in righteouſneſs, 
peace, truth, and joy in the Holy Ghojt. From 
hence with equal reaſon we conclude that 
is ſound doctrine, which requires of us as 
the conditions of our acceptance with God, 
n repentance towards God, faith in our Loi d 


Teſus Chriſt; and that denying ungodlineſs 


and worldly luſts, we live foberly, righteouſly 
and godly. And they who make human 


creeds and inventions, the commandments of 


men, neceſſary to the favour of God and e- 
ternal ſalvation, teach zr/ound doctrine. To 
be ſound we muſt hold faſt the doctrines of 
ſeripture, and in the words of ſeripture; ; 
ſince he form of SO words, Timothy is 
com- 

h Acts xv, — I 1 Tim iv. 8. — „ John iv. 24. 


i ROM. Xiv. 17, Gal. v, . . Lit. 
It. 1. 13,14. 2 Tim, 4. 13, 
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10 The nature uf ſound doctrine and 
commanded to hold FE were thoſe he had | 
heard of the inſpired apoſtles, not the com- - 
fition of mere fallible men ; and we muſt 
Id it in /ove, in oppoſition to the unchari- 
table ſpirit ofthe Fews, and follow not on- d 
ly ? righteouſneſs and faith or fidelity, but 
love and peace with all who call upon the Lord 
Feſs out of a pure heart, avoiding fooliſh and 
unlearned queſtions. | 
AGAIN, with peculiar relation to God, 
theſe are 3 wholeſome or ſound words which | 
are according to godlineſs, waeCuer, liberal | 
piety, founded in honourable and amiable | 
apprehenſions of the deity, and producing 
a * filial diſpoſition towards him; in oppo- i 
ſition to ſaperſtition, Seorlupme, a gloomy and | 
a ſervile ſpirit, the © ſpirit of fear oppos d g 
by St. Paul to the ſpirit of love, and of a | 
found mind, an eminent part of the temper 
recommended in the form of ſound words. 
That therefore is ſound doctrine which re- 
preſents God * as good to all, and his tender 
mercies over all his works ; as * the Saviour of 
all men, but eſpecially of thoſe who believe: 
and * ſo loving the world, as to fend his only- 
begotten Son, not to condemn the world, but 
that the world thro him might be ſaved ; 
yea, as love itſelt. And whoever teaches 
doctrines contrary to theſe doctrines, which 
leſſen or deftroy the goodneſs of God, how- 
. e „ er 
y 2 Tim, 11.22, 43. 11 im . Rom. viii. 
16. 2 Tim. i. 7, 13. Pfal. clxv. 9. 1 Tim. 
iv. 10. * John iii. 16, 17. 1 John iv. 16. 


ever they may fancy themſelves the only 
found and enligbten d preachers, are accord- 
ing to the apoſtle, proud, knowing nothing, 
but vw, doting, or ſick, about queſtions, and 
ſirifes of words, whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, 
railings, evil ſurmiſings; and therefore we 
are to withdraw from ſuch. 
 FarTHER, exhorting to the love of our 
neighbour and the duties ariſing from hence, 
inculcating thoſe doctrines which cheriſh it, 
and oppoſing to our utmoſt, in preaching, 
the contrary vices, is to ſpeak the things 
which become ſound doctrine: this appears 
from the next words. Speak thou the things 
which become ſound doftrine : that the aged 
men be ſober, grave, temperate, ſound in 
faith, in charity, in patience : the aged 
women hkewiſe that they be in behaviour as 
becometh holineſs, &c. In all things ſhewing 
thyſelf a pattern of good works : in abctrine 
ſbewing uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound 
ſpeech that cannot be condemned; that he who 


zs of the contrary part may be aſhamed, hav- 


ing no evil thing to ſay of you. And in the 

firſt epiſtle to Timothy, all ſorts of immo- 

rality are mentioned as the things contrary to 
ſound doctrine; by juſt conſequence there- 
fore, that preaching muſt be ſound which 

recommends morality in all its parts. Know- 

ing this, that the law is not made for a righte- 

ous man, but for the lawleſs and diſobedient, 
Tim. vi. 4, 5. = Chap. i. 9, 10. 

. © for 
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for the ungodly and for finners, for unholy 


and profane, for murderers of fathers and 


murderers of mothers, for manſlayers, for 
whoremongers, for liars, perjured perſons, &c; 
and / there be any other thing that is con- 
trary to ſound doctrine: and in another 
place, the duties of ſervants to their maſters 


are a part of the woboleſome or ſound words 


he is to teach: and writing to * Titus, 
he oppoſes ſound doffrine to the moral 
principles and practices of thoſe who pro- 


feſſed to know God, but in works denied him, 


being abominable and di ſobedient, and unto 
every good work reprobate. From hence 
therefore it is as clear as words can make it, 
that in St. Paul's judgment, explaining and 
preſſing the duties we owe to God and to 
our neighbour, and repreſenting the doc- 
trines of chriſtianity ſo as to excite and en- 
courage to the practice of theſe, is preach- 
ing ſound dofrine: and that on the other 
| hand, doctrines which have no influence on 
theſe, however true, are not ſound doctrines; 


and ſuch as have an l influence on practical 


religion, and morality, and would on any 
pretences releaſe men from the obligation of 
theſe, whether by ſubſtituting in their room 
a mere right belief, an exact orthodoxy ac- 
cording to Human ſlandards, a confident ap- 
propriation of the righteouſte ſs of Chriſt, 
and the like, are ſome of the moſt unſrund. 

Is 


1 Tim, vi. 1—3. Titus i. 9, 11, 16. 
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Ir any deſire further proof, let them read 
carefully theſe three ep/tles to Timothy and 
Titus, and they will find, that in the judg- 
ment of St. Paul preaching found doctrine is 
preaching * prefy towards God, founded on 
honourable and lovely notions of him, as 
the /aviour of all men; and charity out of a 
pure heart, and a good conſcience and faith 
unfeigned; peace with all who call upon the 
Lord Jeſus out of a pure heart; and in the 
various relations of hife the practice of þu- 
mility, meekneſs, righteouſneſs, goodneſs, ſo- 
briety, temperance and chaſtity : and that the 
prefling chriſtians to practiſe theſe on ac- 
count of their eſſential goodneſs, the au- 
thority of God, the love of Chriſt, the 
grace of the goſpel, and the hope of eter- 
nal lite, is preaching the things which become 
found Gletrine, and is acceptable in the fight 
of God, and approved of men. From whence 
it follows, that if a chriſtian miniſter in the 
courſe of his preaching would fulfil this 
command of St. Paul, to ſpeak the things 
which become ſound Gherrine, he muſt 

I. ALWAYS repreſent the qhctrines of 
chriſtianity in a light that may excite and 
encourage to the practice of moral goodneſs ; 
they will not otherwiſe appear ſuch as be- 
come gere, are ſuitable or agree with ſound 
doctrine. Do you repreſent the grace of 


1 Tim, vi. 3. Chap. i. 4, 5. 2 Tim. ii. 21 Vc. 
it, i | 
2 God 
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God in Cbriſt, a ſubje& we ſhould delight 
to treat of ; the rich goodneſs of God to us 
through his ſon in freely and fully forgiv- 
ing the penitent, quickening the ſtupid, a- 
bundantly aſſiſting the ſincere and well diſ- 
poſed, and infinitely rewarding the faithful 
and perſevering? you muſt ſet it forth not 
as encouraging men to © continue in fin, be- 
cauſe grace hath abounded, but as * feach- 
ing us, denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this 
preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Do you ex- 
plain our redemption in the blood of Chriſt ? 
it muſt not be ſo as to make * Chri/t the 
miniſter of fin, encouraging ſinners while 
they continue ſuch to hope through him for 
impunity; but you muſt preach Chriſt 
giving himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf 
a pecuhar people, zealous of good works. 
God's ſaving the idolatrous and ſinful hea- 
then upon their turning to him, not by 
* works of righteouſneſs which they had done 
before their converſion, but according to his 
mercy, by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; muſt be urged 
as an argument for our imitating the good- 
neſs and mercy of God in being ready to 

forgive - 


© Rom. vi. 1. Tit, ii, 12, 13. Gal. K. . 
Tit. ii. 14, Þ> Chap. iii. 2—5. 5 


AMC ˙ , r Loa ER of rnages. I once 2 8 VC 
Ng A gt oe I TS RE el oo I TT. og en KO Ty AL EY ens e 3 ; 
. . A 5 Fee . r SEN oe 7 be 1 Ss A e n . r nth, 0 . A » g we 2 2 * S * a 
Era yr c / 5 %% TTT * AN Sy a ono Oe TEETH IT 7 1 F et ne dS e Wt ERS, EMI i tas ed on I 1 7 
7 4% I 3.3 ; PN EXTY le Wet SEL > A CHE Be 3 SAS atk WWW * o oh Eh Brac ben FFT i ; 5 4 


the encouragements to preach it. 1 5 


forgive the injurious upon repentance, in be- 
ing gentle and ſhowing all meekneſs to all men i, 
in forgiving others, as we would have God 


for Chriſt's ſake fully to forgive us, Do you 


offer to your hearers the encouraging doc- 
trine of divine aſſiſtances? you muſt not 
teach them to expect that God will work 
irreſiſtably upon us whether we concur ar 
not; but to look on it as the greateſt obli- 
gation * fo work out their own ſalvation, when 
God will work in us to will and to do. Would 
you repreſent the ſcripture account of the 
I zweakneſs of our moral conſtitution, and our 
need of a phyſician, and of the exceedin 

ſtrength of bad ® habits long indulged, fo 
that ſuch perſons may be faid to be * en- 


flaved, yea dead in fin? you muſt not aſ- 


ſert this weakneſs to be naturally ſuch as 
diſables us from doing any thing for ouf ſal- 
vation, and conſequently releaſes us from 
all obligation to obedience, and all guilt in 
tranſgreſſing; ſince the apoſtle aflerts © the 
Gentiles do by nature the things contained in 
the law ; and our ? Saviour declares of ſuch 


as children are is the kingdom of heaven, and 


thoſe who have grown bad, when converted, 
muſt become as little children; but our na- 
fural weakneſs is only to be deſcribed as 


what 


i Eph. iv. 32, Matt. xix. 23. * Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
2 Cor. xii, 9. Matt. ix. 12. er. Xii. 23. 
D 18 V% 
y Matt, xix. 14. Chap, xvili, 3. | 
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what ſhould determine us to 1 watch and 
pray earneſtly and conſtantly for divine aids, 
and diligently improve them : much leſs is 
the ſcripture account of the corruption of 
heart in the c, of men to be given to 
your people, as an account of their natural 
ſtate; which would free them from all 
blame, and throw the fault upon the au- 
thor of nature; but as their own guilty 
f choice, that they may be rouzed the more 
to recover themſeFoves from the bondage of 
fin, under which they were not born but 
t fold themſelves. And to name no more in- 
ſtances, would you preach the ſcripture 
doctrine of our being“ made righteous by the 
obedience of Chriſt, i. e. his receiving from 
the father in reward of his perfect righteouſ- 
neſs a grant of the * new covenant, which 
_ promiſes mankind immortality, the reward 
of perfect righteouſneſs according to the 

original conſtitution ? it muſt be explained 
not as excuſing us from righteouſneſs, but 
Y more {trongly obliging and encouraging us 
to it, when notwithſtanding the imperfec- 
tion of our beſt obedience, God * will ren- 
der glory, honour and immortality to a patient 
continuance in well doing; and Chriſt will 
: become 


q Matt, xxvi. 41. * Pfal. xiv, f Prov, i. 29, 30. 
02. Kings vi. 11. Rom. v. 19. * Matt. 
xxvi. 28. Rom. v. 19. Rom. v. 1I— 10, 
* Chap. ii. 7. Heb, v. . 
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become the author of eternal ſalvation to all 
them who obey him. 

2. Ir you would ſpeak the thing that be- 
comes ſound doctrine, you muſt diſtinctiy ex- 
plain and inculcate the ſeveral parts of prac- 
tical religion. It will not be enough to 
tell our hearers in general terms, that they 
muſt be godly, righteous and holy; but 
we mult plainly and juſtly deſcribe the vari- 
ous inſtances and duties of piety, holineſs 
and righteouſneſs: this is moſt evident 


from the words following this advice to 


Titus, wherein the apoſtle charges him to 
inculcate diſtinctly the duties of elder and 
younger perſons, and of both ſexes. Un- 
Teſs our hearers exactly know the ſeveral 
parts of the chriſtian temper, they cannot 
cultivate all the parcs of it; and it is much 
to be feared, that .many who are ſerious 
and mean well, indulge themſelves in vari- 
ous inſtances of an unſuitable behaviour to- 
wards God, or an unrighteous conduct to- 
| wards men, or in ſome kinds of intemper- 
ance, through the want of diſtinctly know- 
ing their duty. Diſcourſes therefore like 
thoſe judicious ſermons of Dr, Evans on 
the ſeveral parts of the chriſtian temper, 
clearly and juſtly marking the bounds of the 
ſeveral graces and virtues, and farther warm- 
ly and powerfully recommending them from 
the reaſon of things, the motives of the 
goſpel, the example of Chriſt, and the pre- 
ſent 
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ſent and future everlaſting good conſequences 
of gratitude and deyotedneſs to God, of 
meekneſs, temperance, juſtice, equity, be- 
nevolence, humility, charity and the like; 
will be the ſtudy and employment of the 
chriſtian miniſter. General harangues indeed 
upon the doctrines or precepts of the goſpel 
may be more eafily compoſed, but the other 
will be much more / ful, both to miniſter 
and people, as I ſhall ſhow preſently ; ſince 
a man cannot exactly apprehend and ſtrongly 
repreſent to himſelf the nature, excellence 
and beauty of a particular grace or virtue, 
without gaining ſome degree of it; nor 
with judgment and warmth recommend it 
to his hearers, but he will excite them to 
cultivate it, and infuſe ſome degree of it 
into their ſouls. Bo 
3. THE chriſtian miniſter who woul 
ſpeak what becomes ſound doftrine, muſt not 
only recommend thoſe ſeveral chriſtian vir- 
tues, but recommend them as the great 
lifications for the divine favour, and for 
eternal life. St. Paul exhorts * Titus to ſpeak 
_ theſe things, becauſe they were the great 
deſign of the goſpel, the end for which the 
grace of God appeared, which teaches deny- 
ing ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, &c, b The 
end of the commandment, he aſſures Timothy 
is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good 
: | conſcience, 
J 2 Oz Hz 103. : 1 Fi. S 
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conſcience, and of faith unfeigned : we muſt 
therefore let our hearers plainly know, that 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt will avail to none 
but thoſe who imitate him; ſince we muſt 

receive at laſt according to what we ourſelves 

have done in the bodv, whether it be good or 

bad; and he only that doth righteouſneſs is 
righteous, even as be is righteous : that un- 
leſs they acquire that“ fortitude, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, gedlineſs, brotherly Rind- 
neſs and charity, which conſtitute a divine 
nature, they can never enjoy a divine 
happineſs, nor have an entrance into the ever- 
laſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, 

where nothing that defileth can enter : that 
unleſs they © reſemble their heavenly father in 
true goodneſs, he will not own them, nor 
can they poticls the inheritance of his chil- 
dren: that* not every one who ſaith unto 
Chriſt, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Ring- 
dom of heaven; not every one who profeſſes a 
zealous concern for his honour, and has his 
name continually in his mouth, but he who 
doth the will of his Father whi ch is in heaven; 
and that to every one groſsly deficient in 
juſtice, mercy and the like, Chriſt will ſay, 
depart from me, 1 know you not, ye workers of 
iniquity; and ye who have not fed the 
hungry and clothed the naked, though you 


D have 
< 2 Cor. v. 10. 1 John . 40 et: 3. i. 
Rev. xxi. 27; Mitt. v. 46. Chap. VII. 21. 
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have eaten and drank in my preſence, and pro- 
pheſied in my name, I know you not; depart ye 
curſed. 
4. You ſhould nite the arguments drawn 
from reaſon with thoſe peculiar to the goſ- 
pel, in your endeavours to promote that prac- 
tical religion and morality which is /ound 
doctrine. St. Paul would have Titus * af- 
firm conſtantly, that they who believed in God, 
muſt be careful to maintain good works ; not 
only becauſe God commanded it, but be- 
cauſe theſe things were good and profitable 
= to men. We muſt recommend godlineſs, not 
| only becauſe it is the command of the goſpel, 
but becauſe * profitable to all things, having 
the promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come; And our bleſſed Sa- 
viour not only aſſures his diſciples of God's 
ſpecial providence over them, but reaſons 
with them in proof of it from God's gene- 
ral providence. * Behold the fowls of the air, 
for they ſow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns ; yet your heavenly father 
feedeth them. — Are ye not much better than 
they? And from God's preſerving their 
life he reaſons with them, that he would 
ſupply food and raiment. Us not the life 
more than meat, and the body than raiment ? 
And thus alſo St. Paul not only enjoins con- 
tentment, but reaſons for it from hence, that 
abe brought nothing into the world, and car 
carry 


Tit. iti, S. 1 Tim. iv, 8. Matt, vi. 25, 26. 
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carry nothing out ; having therefore food and 
rat 95 let us be therewith content, 1 Tim. vi. 
7, 8. It is evident therefore, the deſign of re- 
velation was not to ſet afide the uſe of our 
reaſon in recommending religion and virtue, 
but to aſſiſt and improve it; and une] they 
have a force which cannot be eaſily reſiſted. 
As therefore, on the one hand, when 
we perſuade men to practiſe the duties of 
religion and morality, we may reaſon ſtrong- 
ly for them, and ſhow the will of God in 
regard to theſe to be juſt and good; on the 
other hand, we muſt not forget that we are 
chriſtian miniſters, nor be ſo unfriendly to 
the good cauſe we would promote, as to 
forget the arguments to be ſupplied for it 
from the amiable and perfect example of 
all goodneſs which our Saviour has given us; 
from the aſſurance of divine aſſiſtance and 
acceptance through his death ; from grati- 
tude to the God who ſent his Son from hea- 
ven, and gave him to death to reſtore a 
corrupted world ; and from gratitude to the 
redeemer, 200 Joved us and gave himſelf for 
us, that be might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and the like. When we thus make reafon 
aſſiſtant to revelation, we do the greateſt 
honour to Chriſt our maſter, by ſhowing 
all his doctrines and precepts to be reaſon- 
able, and good, and excellent; and we ſhall 
be more likely to prevail with our people 
to practiſe what they not only hear and 
D 2 believe 
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22 The nature of ſound doctrine and 
belieye to be the will of God, and the com- 
mands of Chriſt, but clearly underſtand to 
be their wiſdom, intereſt, and perfection; 
and it will render them more judicious and 
amiable, and happy in the practice. 
FINALLY, you mult frequently return 
to theſe ſubjects, and make it the great 
buſineſs of your preaching to ingage your 
hearers to practiſe accordingly. St. Paul 
having reckon'd up ſeveral relative duties, 
and declar'd to Titus that the grace of God 
appear d to teach men ſobriety, righteouſ- 
meſs, and godlineſs; adds, theſe things ſpeak 
and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. 
Let no man deſpiſe thee. And again, This 
is a faithful ſaying, and this Twill that thou 
affirm conſtantly, "that they which have be- 
lieved in God, might be careful to maintain 
good works. We muſt not therefore fill the 
pulpit continually with unintelligible ſpecu- 
lations, and controverſial divinity, or with 
ſpeculations, which though true and curious, 
have no direct influence on cheriſhing the 
love of God, and of mankind, and a re- 
ſemblance to the bleſſed Fefus, in a heaven- 
ly and divine temper ; but this ſhould be 
our conſtant employment, to explain clear- 
ly the ſeveral parts and duties of the chri- 
ſtian life, and ſo repreſent the great doctrines 
and motives of religion, as may moſt ef- 
Folly” determine them to an anſwerable 


practice 
« Titus it. 1— 15. Chap. iii. 8, 
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ractice in every character and relation of 
life. This method of preaching, attended 
with conſtant and fervent ſupplications to 
the father of light and of holineſs ſor his 
aſſiſtance and bleſſing, cannot fail of pro- 
ducing the beſt effects both on ourſelves, and 
on our hearers; which minds me of the o- 


ther thing I propos d. 


I. T o offer ſome conſiderations to en- 


courage you, Sir, my other brethren, and 


my {elf in this method of preaching pre- 
ſcrib'd by St. Paul; which, whether the 
moſt popular or not, is certainly the moſt 
excellent and uſeful. Let me briefly mention 
the following. 


1. Tx1s conduct will pecultarly recom- 
mend you to the favour of God, and of 
Chriſt. God is infinitely rais'd above us, 
he wants not our worſhip and obedience, 
and requires them, not for his own fake, 


but for our's. IT he deſign of his diſpenſa- 


tions is to form us to a divine temper, that 


we may be in a good degree happy here, 
and meet toꝰ be perfectly and everlaſtingly 
happy in heaven. How dear this defign is 
to him appears from the incarnation and 
death of his own Son, whom he ſubjected 
to this for the accompliſhment of it. at 
therefore ſacrificing all conſiderations of 
pular x prejudicesand popular fayour, of world- 


ly 
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ly intereſts and the like, you ſteadily purſue 
this great deſign in your ſtudies, preaching, 
and converſation, you cannot but render your- 
ſelf peculiarly acceptable to God; and this in- 
cludes every thing good here, and everlaſt- 
ing happineſs in the greateſt degrees hereaf- 
ter; and the leſs countenance you may 
find from the world, -the more will your 
fidelity be approv d, and of conſequence 
the greater your reward from God : you 
will thus alſo render yourſelf peculiarly ac- 
ceptable to the Son of God, as you will with 
great exactneſs imitate his conduct, who in 
. ama to the corrupt notions of the 
Jews, aud the diſpleaſure of the Phariſees, 
made it his great buſineſs to recommend 
ſubſtantial goodneſs, and pure religion, ſeal- 
ed theſe noble truths with his blood, and 
cannot but eſpecially delight in thoſe, who 
throughout their labours and preaching ſted- 
dily conſult the purity and honour of his 
religion, and the perfection and happineſs 
of the ſouls he has redeemed; and who has 
expreſly declared in relation to moral good- 
neſs”, Whoſcever ſhall break one of of theſe 5 
leaſt commandments, and ſhall teach men ſb, 'Y 
he ſhall be called kaft in the kingdom of hea- I 
ven; but whoſoever ſhall do, and teach them, Y 
hall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
Though it may therefore happen, that 
Preaching up 9 by the righteouſ- 
neſs 
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neſs of Chriſt imputed to us, in a manner 
to make our own righteouſneſs appear un- 
neceflary ; though painting the corruption 
of human nature ſo great and horrid, as to 


make a ſinful life appear unavoidable, and 


of conſequence without guilt ; though re- 
preſenting divine influences as arbitrary and 
irreſiſtible, and conſequently our own care 
and diligence needleſs; though myftery and 
enthuſiaſm may from many procure en- 
couragement, favour and reputation; yet 
as long as the favour and approbation of the 
alwiſe and almighty God, and of his Son 
our Saviour, who approve and reward for 
eternity, are more important to our happi- 
neſs than the countenance and friendſhip of 
ill judging mortals, whoſe breath is in their 
noſtrils; we cannot be at a loſs what part to 
chuſe in point of v:/dom as well as duty; 
eſpecially if we conſider that awful denun- 
ciation of St. Paul, If yet pleaſe men 
at the expence of the great a and the 
great end of religion, then am 1 not the ſer- 
vant of Chriſt. 

2. By this method of preaching you 
will moſt promote your own improvement 
in true goodneſs. * Meditate upon theſe things, 
give thyſelf wholly to them, for in doing this 
thou ſhalt beſt 745 thy ſelf The more a 
man improves in a pious, righteous, pure, 

meek, 


* Gal. i. 10. * I Tim. iv. 15, 16. 
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26 The nature of ſound doctrine amd 
meek, benevolent, heavenly temper, the 
more happy is he in this life, and the hap- 
pier will he be to eternity, ſince in the 
everlaſting world happineſs and perfection 
will be in ? proportion to our preſent im- 
provements in moral goodneſs ; and nothing 
can contribute more to fuch improvements, 
than habitually conſidering this as the great 
deſign of chriſtianity, and diſtinctly ſtudy- 


ing the ſeveral rules and meaſures of it, its 


eflential and unchangeable excellence, its 


perfect beauty in the example of the Son of 
God, and its inſeparable connection with 
eternal bleſſedneſs: whereas if we buſy 
ourſelves about the favourite doctrines of 
human ſyſtems and parties, and cheriſh a 
warm zeal for theſe, pride and envy will 
prevail in our boſoms inſtead of humility, 
meekneſs, and generous love; an angr 

and uncharitable diſpoſition inſtead of that 
1 charity which endureth for ever; and hav- 
ing employed our main concern about tri- 
fling or perhaps miſchievous doctrines, we 
ſhall be in great danger of entring another 
world, unlike to God, unlike to Jeſus in 
true holineſs and goodneſs, and unfit for 
happineſs. 
3. You will in this way moſt promote 
the happineſs of your people both in time 
and to eternity. Med:tate upon theſe things, 
grve thyſelf wholly to them; take heed unto 


 thy- 
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thyſelf, and to thy doetrine, continue in them; b 
for in doing this thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, 
and them that hear thee. The bleſſing of God | 
and the influences of his ſpirit will more 5 
abundantly attend that miniſtry, the great 2 
deſign of which is to make men partakers 1 
df a divine nature, and fit them to ſee and { 
enjoy God in heaven; and the natural | 
tendency of continually repreſenting the | 
doctrines of chriſtianity in this light, and 9 
explaining and preſſing its great duties, will | 


be to convince your hearers of their excel- 
lence and neceſſity, and engage and aſſiſt 
them in the practice : they will love and 
delight in God more intenſely, truſt him 
more firmly, and be more entirely refigned ; 
and devoted to him, whoſe nature they ſee N 
to be altogether amiable, and his deſigns and 
diſpenſations infinitely wiſe and benevolent: 

4 they will love, truſt, and obey the Son of 

- God with greater ardour and conſtancy, 

5 whoſe example they ſee to be perfect good- 
neſs, and his doctrines and precepts altoge- 


- ther worthy of God, and fitted to perfect 10 7 
83 the human kind: they will be naturally 1 4 
. diſpos'd to become more temperate, meek, 1 
9 modeſt, benevolent, contented, more in- 1 


different to the preſent world, more happy 
in a ſenſe of the favour of God, and in 
the hopes of immortality, and continually 
riſe to a larger title to everlaſting bleſſed- 
8 E neſs; | 
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28 The nature of ſound doctrine and 
neſs; and of conſequence will be more h 

py in themſelves, greater bleſſings to others 
in every relation of life, and more meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light. Whereas 
another way of preaching, though it may 
raiſe ſome warm and unaccountable emotions, 
which paſs for chriſtian zeal and devotion, 
produce a more ſolemn outſide, a greater 
ſtrictneſs in the external and poſitive duties of 
religion, and in things uncommanded ; will 
be yet likely to leave them under the power 
of vicious paſſions, ſlaves to pride, anger, 
ill-nature, or covetouſneſs, cenſorious, tur- 
bulent, uneaſy to others and themſelves ; 
and by their greater pretences to religion, un- 
ſupported by the ſubſtantial virtues of a 
good life, the greater diſgrace to it. But 
* the fruits of the ſpirit of light, and of ſound 
doctrine, are love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, fidelity, meekneſs, tempe- 
rance, righteouſneſs, and truth; fruits moſt 
lovely and beneficial now, and ripening in- 
to perfect and everlaſting bleſſedneſs. 

4. NoTHING can more recommend re- 
ligion to the eſteem of others, than this way 
of repreſenting and promoting it. * The 
kingdom of God, ſays our apoſtle, is not meat 


and drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, and 


joy in the Holy Ghoſt.—For he that in theſe 
things ſerveth Chriſt is acceptable to God, and 
approved 

Gal. v. 22, Eph. v. 9, Rom. xiv, 17, 18. 
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approved of men. They who pretend to be 
friends to natural religion in oppoſition to re- 
vealed, muſt, if they are conſiſtent, acknow- 


ledge the excellency of the goſpel, and e- 


ſteem its preachers, when they ſee the 
whole aim of revelation and of the preachers 
of it to be, the forming men to the love 
of God, and the love of goodneſs, to that 
temper and conduct which may give them 
the trueſt ſelf-enjoyment, make them the 
greateſt bleſſings to ſociety, eminent for e- 
very virtue here, and fit for compleat feli- 
city in the next ſtate of exiſtence, All 
wiſe and good chriſtians, however divided 
from you by particular notions or rites, muſt 
eſteem and love you, when they ſee it 
the great aim of your labours and miniſtry 
to promote what they muſt own the great 
end of all religion, the raiſing men to the 
moral image of God, giving them at pre- 


ſent the foretaſtes of heaven in the pleaſures 


of an exalted devotion and warm benevo- 


lence, and preparing them for its full enjoy- | 


ment; and in particular thoſe of the a- 
k/hment in this place will learn to lay 
aſide their prejudices againſt the d:/enters, 
and think better of their miniſters. Our 
principles as proteſtant diſſenters are already 
approved by the greateſt men in the church, 
ſuch as the ſufficiency and perfection of the 
ſcriptures as our rule of faith, worſhip, and 

E 2 practice, 
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practice, the ſole authority of Chriſt to give 
laws in his kingdom, and the ꝝnalienable 
rights of conſcience and private judgment in 
matters of mere religion : and as for the 
prejudices they have form'd againſt our per- 


ſons as narrow, enthuſigſtical, and ſuperſtitious 


in religion, theſe muſt all vaniſh, when they 
obſerve a miniſter continually inculcating 


thoſe great principles and duties, which 


they, and all wiſe, honeſt, and good men, 
allow to be the main of religion. To con- 
clude. 

. In this way you may be ſure that 
your labour in the Lord fhall not be in vain, 
Every man who thinks at all muſt be con- 
ſcious, that he is liable to err, and has ac- 
tually erred in many points; and the a- 
poſtle has inform'd us of this awful truth, 
that if our zeal be miſemployed upon tri- 
fling or falſe doctrines, however confident 
we may be of their truth or importance, if 
upon the foundation of the goſpel we build 


hay and ſtubble, when our work ſhall be tried 
By the fire, it will be burnt, and we ſhall ſuffer 


the loſs of all our labours, and be ourſelves 


hardly ſaved, as out of the fire. This there- 


fore ſhould inſpire thoſe with modeſty and 


concern, whoſe zeal and labours are em- 
ployed about doctrines, which, however 


poſitiye they may be of their truth, have 


yet 
* I Cor. iii. 12— 15. 
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yet no direct tendency to make men better, 
more like to God in purity and goodneſs, 
more happy or uſeful here, or in their 
temper more meet for the heavenly bleſſed- 
neſs: but on the other hand, ſenſible as we 
are of our liableneſs to miſtake, if the great 


deſign of our lives and preaching be to pro- 


mote what the apoſtle calls found doctrine, 
and the things which become it, however 
we may be deceived in ſome er points, 
we are ſure to be right in the main, and 
cannot loſe our reward, They who are 
like to God in true goodneſs cannot but be 
approved by him ; and they who in the ha- 
bit of their ſouls are fit to enjoy a happi- 
neſs ariſing from the perfection of know- 
ledge, devotion, purity, benevolence, and 
friendſhip, are fit for heaven; and from 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, as well 
as the moſt numerous and expreſs declarati- 
ons of the goſpel, we are certain muſt en- 
joy it. If any religion, if any revelation 
be true, ſuch muſt be ſafe and happy. The 
miniſter who has no article in his creed, but 
what has a natural influence to make him 
a better man, and who inculcates nothin 
on his people, but what is fitted to make 
them more grateful and obedient to God, 
more devoted to the redeemer, more juſt, 
modeſt, kind, beneficent, and equitable to- 
wards men; more temperate, chaſte, eaſy, 
and 
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32 The nature of found doftrine and 

and contented in themſelves, more indiffe- 
rent to this world, and more intent on a 
better ; ſuch a man, if there be any truth 
in the doctrines of a God, and a providence, 
and a future ſtate, which are certainly the 
greateſt truths, ſuch a man muſt be ſafe, 
happy and uſeful here, and he cannot but 
be glorious and happy hereafter : ſuppoſe 
him miſtaken in ſome inferior points, yet 
God cannot but approve and reward him, 
and he whom God approves and rewards 


muſt be inconceivably happy, and his la- 


bour in the Lord cannot be in vain. 

. I wouLD beg your attention but for 
a few minutes more, while I make two 
or three reflections on this ſubject. 

1. HENCE we may learn the excellence 
of the chriſtian revelation, and ſhould be 


confirm'd in the belief and practice of it. 


. 


The great deſign of the goſpel is to re- 
ſtore the human mind to its ſound or health- 
ful ſtate, to diſpoſe it aright to enjoy it- 
ſelf, and diſcharge the proper duties of a 
reaſonable and ſocial being here, and to 

ſſeſs immortal life and happineſs in the ever- 
laſting ſtate. There is no one doctrine up- 
on which any ſtreſs is laid in chriſtianity, 


which has not a great fitneſs to promote | 
theſe; and. no one duty enjoined, which 


does not of itſelf contribute to the health 
and vigour ang happineſs of the reaſonable 
creature. 
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creature. And what more can we defire in 
a religious inſtitution than this, that it be 
throughout adapted to exalt and perfect our 
nature, and make us better and happier in 
every relation, condition and circumſtance 
of life, and ſuperior to the terrors of 
death; incouraging our obedience and our 
hopes with the moſt expreſs and repeated 
promiſes, and firmeſt aſſurance in the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, of immortal life, per- 
fect and eternal happineſs? ſurely we may 
with the greateſt reaſon be firm in the be- 
lief, Sold in the profeſſion, and chearful and 
conſtant in the practice of this religion, the 
ſum of which is, that * we /ove the Lord 
our God with all our heart and mind; that 
we lobe our neighbour as ourſelves; doing un- 
fo all men as we would have them do unto 
us ; that we be temperate in all things ; and 
live as ſtrangers upon earth ; looking for the 
bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
will render glory, honour, and immortality to 
a patient continuance in well doing. 

2. FROM the preceding account of ſound 
dbctrine, taken from St. Paul, we may be 
aflur'd, that many notions which paſs for 


ſound doftrines and the only found, have no 


pretenſions at all to this honourable cha- 
racter. 


„Matt. xxii. 36 — vii. 12. 1 Cor. ix. 25. 1 Pet · 
. 11. Lit. ii. 13. Nom. ü. 7. 
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34 The nature of ſound doctrine and 


racer. The ſcripture account of the diui- 
rity and condeſcenfion of the Son of God, 
which places in a moſt ſtrong and affecting 
light the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of his love to 
mankind, and of his filial piety, the merit 
of his obedience and our unſpeakable ob- 
ligations to his friendſhip, is a noble part of 
ound doctrine, and well repreſented can- 
not fail of engaging our love and zealous 
obedience to the Son of God, and attracting 
our imitation ; whereas unſcriptural and 


myſterious accounts of his divinity, delivered 


in human phraſes, and which being unin- 
telligible, can have no influence at all on the 
moral habit of the foul, though they are 
made the teſts of a ſound faith, have evi- 


dently no relation to ſound doffrine : and 


as for ſome other doctrines, ſuch as thoſe 
of abſolute decrees, which totally darken all 
the moral perfections of God, and make 
Holineſs and obedience of no importance to 


mankind in relation to his fayour and eter- 
nal life; of the entire corruption and im- 
tence of human nature, which makes 


what is call'd wickedneſs to be unavo;dable, 
and conſequently without guilt, and all in- 
ſtances of true piety or virtue impoſſible, 
till we are irreſtibly determined, and there- 
fore without obligation upon us, and the 
like; theſe and all ſuch like notions, which 


by their natural efficacy deſtroy the love of 
| Ty God 
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God and of our neighbour, in whom they 


men who hold the notions) diſcourage all 
endeayours to pleaſe God, and give a looſe 
to all vicious practice; ſuch doctrines, in- 
ſtead of being ſound doctrines, are evidently 
moſt unſound, and can never be genuine 
parts of that revelation, the great deſign of 
which is to make men partakers of a di- 
vine nature, by teaching them, denying un- 
 godlmeſs and worldly luſts, to live ſoberly, &c. 
AND for a concluſion, let me put our 
people in mind, that if iniſters are obliged 
to preach ſound doctrine, they are obliged to 
: hear and encourage it by their acceptance 
| and obedience. It a min/ter delivers to 
, you thoſe truths, which though not agreeing 
with human ſtandards of ſoundneſs, agree 

with the ſacred ſtandard, and are evident- 

: ly adapted to make you wiſer and better 
F men, you reject them at your peril, By 
5 this you are to zry the ſoundneſs of miniſters 
= preaching. Do they preſs you to be reconciled 
to God through Chriſt, by a thorough re- 
pentance, and not only to profeſs, but heartily 
believe in Chriſt ; and not only to believe in 
him, but love and reſemble him, and obey 
his goſpel? do they recommend the reli- 
gion of the family and of the cloſet, to 


fear God, fo as to * from evil, and to 


love 


leave nothing amiable, and in their conſe- 
quences (though not allow d by many good 
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love God ſo as chearfully to obey him and 
_ conſtantly imitate him in righteouſneſs, good- 


neſs, mercy and truth ? do they preſs you 
by arguments drawn from reaſon, and by 
the examples and motives of revelation, to 
temperance, chaſtity, meekneſs, humility, 
juſtice, integrity, compaſſion, and every 


ſocial virtue? is their preaching directed 


to make you better in every relation of 


life, as maſters or ſervants, huſbands or 


wives, parents or children; and do they 
ſo explain the doctrines of chriſtianity as to 
lay you under the moſt forcible obligations, 
and give you the greateſt encouragements 
to ſuch a temper and conduct ? do they 
preſs you to live like the Son of God, a- 
bove the world while you live in it, to live 
by the faith and in the joyful expectation of 
a bleſſed and glorious immortality ; and in a 
way of obedience to live chearfully reſigned 
to the ajl-wiſe and all-good providence of 
God, and in expectation of his righteous 
judgment, and everlaſting recompences ? they 
then preach what St. Paul, as you have ſeen, 
calls ſound doctrine; and however ignorant, 
conceited, or prejudiced men may accuſe 
them as wn/zzmd in the faith, for not a- 
greeing with their wnſcriptural ſtandards, 
yet they prove themſelves to be ſound in 
the faith; and if you underſtand and re- 
gard the authority and inſtructions of Chriſt, 


or his inſpired apoſtles, you will regard, 


eſteem, 


the encouragements to preach it. 37 


eſteem, and adhere to them. For, my 
friends, nothing is more certain, than that 
chriſtianity conſiſts not in nice ſpecula- 
tions, in unreaſonable creeds, or unintelli- 
gible doctrines, but * in He inmoledge of the 
only true God, and of Feſus Chriſt whom he 
bath ſent ; and ſuch a faith in them, as 
makes us partakers of a divine nature, in- 
gages us while upon earth to lead a di- 
vine life, and prepares us for a divine and 
everlaſting happineſs in heaven, By this 
ſtandard try your miniſters; by this alſo 
try your own hopes of acceptance with God, 
and eternal life. Bleſſed, ſays our great 
maſter, are the humble, the contented, the 
enitent, the pure, the meek, the merciful, 
thoſe who hunger and thir/t after righteouſneſs, 
and chearfully „er for its jake. Bleſſed 
therefore are the people, whole miniſters 
continually inculcate theſe great truths ; 


more happy till the mini/ter who recom- 


mends theſe with acceptance and ſucceſs ; 

and moſt happy they, whether miniſters 
or people, who not only know the ſeveral 
parts of ſound dbctrine, but who practiſe 
according to them, for they ſhall be ever- 


laſtingly &leſſed in their deed. 


Gop grant this may be he happineſs of 
all of us. Amen. 


* 1 John xvii. 3. Matt. v. 3. 
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